Discrimination of lexigrams and traditional orthography by nonspeaking severely mentally retarded persons.
The discriminability of two abstract symbol sets by nonspeaking severely mentally retarded persons was investigated. Symbol-naive and symbol-experienced subjects' responses to traditional orthographic letters and lexigram elements were compared in a match-to-sample task. Overall, subjects' responses to lexigrams were more accurate and faster than were their responses to traditional orthography. Responses to less complex combinations of elements or letters, however, were more accurate and faster than were responses to more complex combinations. On the basis of these data, we conclude that the perceptual features of lexigrams are easier to discriminate than those of traditional orthographic letters.